DISCOGRAPHY – VOLUME VIII
1) Memory – Barbara Streisand

Memory is a song from the musical Cats sung by the character Grizabella, a one-time glamour cat who is now a shell of her former self. The song is a nostalgic remembrance of her glorious past and a declaration of her wishes to start a new life. Sung briefly in the first act and in full near the end of the show, Memory is the climax of the musical, and by far its most popular and well-known song.

The music was composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber. The lyrics, written by Trevor Nunn, were based on T. S. Eliot's poem, "Rhapsody on a Windy Night".

Lloyd Webber, fearing that the tune sounded too similar to a work of Puccini, asked his father's opinion. According to Lloyd Webber, his father responded, "It sounds like a million dollars!"

It is arguably Lloyd Webber's biggest hit, inspiring thousands of renditions. Notable artists who have made the song popular include Elaine Paige (the original Grizabella), Barbra Streisand, Betty Buckley (first to play Grizabella on Broadway), Barry Manilow, Simone Simons, and 

Often incorrectly referred to as Memories - Barbra Streisand's rendition did appear on her 1981 semi-greatest-hits album titled Memories - the correct title is the singular Memory.
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Midnight
Not a sound from the pavement
Has the moon lost her memory
She is smiling alone
In the lamplight
The withered leaves collect at my feet
And the wind begins to moan
Memory
All alone in the moonlight
I can smile happy your days ( I can dream of the old days)
Life was beautiful then
I remember the time I knew what happiness was
Let the memory live again
Every street lamp seems to beat
A fatalistic warning
Someone mutters and the street lamp gutters
And soon it will be morning
Daylight
I must wait for the sunrise
I must think of a new life
And I mustn’t give in
When the dawn comes
Tonight will be a memory too
And a new day will begin

Burnt out ends of smoky days
The still cold smell of morning
A street lamp dies ,another night is over
Another day is dawning
Touch me,
It is so easy to leave me
All alone with the memory
Of my days in the sun
If you touch me,
You’ll understand what happiness is
Look, a new day has begun...
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ABOUT BARBARA STREISAND
Early years

Streisand was born Barbara Joan Streisand in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York to Jewish American parents. Her father, Emanuel Streisand, a grammar teacher, died when she was 15 months old; and she had a turbulent relationship with her stepfather, Louis Kind. She has a sister Roslyn Kind who was also a performer. Her mother, Diana Ida Rosen, a school secretary, did not encourage her daughter to pursue a show business career, opining that Barbara was not attractive enough. She was educated at Erasmus Hall High School, where she graduated fourth in her class in 1959, and she sang in the school choir with Neil Diamond. She was also friendly there with future World Chess Champion Bobby Fischer. She never attended college. Streisand has said, "I hated it (Brooklyn) when I grew up, but now I realize that I draw strength from my roots." 

Early singing, theater, and television career

Following a music competition, Streisand became a nightclub singer while in her teens. She originally wanted to be an actress and appeared in a number of Off-Off-Broadway productions, but when her boyfriend Barry Dennen helped her create a club act — first performed in a gay bar in Manhattan's Greenwich Village in 1960 — she achieved success as a singer. 

In 1962 Streisand first appeared on Broadway, in a small but star-making role in the musical I Can Get It for You Wholesale (1962). She also signed her first recording contract that year with Columbia Records. Her first album, The Barbra Streisand Album, won two Grammy Awards in 1963. Her recording success continued, and at one time, Streisand's first three albums appeared simultaneously on Billboard's pop albums Top Ten - an unusual feat considering it was at a time when rock and roll and The Beatles dominated the charts.
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After several notable television appearances, including a legendary guest appearance on The Judy Garland Show (CBS, 1963), Streisand appeared on a number of her own television specials for CBS. The first special, My Name Is Barbra (1965), was praised by critics and fans, as were most of the subsequent specials.  Streisand is classified as one of the most "Amazing Female Vocalists" in the 2006 edition of Women in Song.

Singing career

Barbra Streisand has recorded more than 60 albums, almost all with the Columbia Records label. Possessing a singing voice of unusual power and range as well as a unique tonal quality, she has stamped nearly every song she has sung with her unique style of interpretation. 

Streisand's concert fundraising events helped propel former President Bill Clinton into the spotlight and into office. Streisand later introduced Clinton at his inauguration in 1992. However, Streisand's music career was on hold. A tour was suggested, and she debated it for two years because of her stage fright. 

In September 1993, Streisand made global news, announcing her first public concert tour in 27 years. Tickets to the limited tour were sold out in under one hour. Streisand also hit the cover of major magazines, in anticipation of what Time magazine named, "The Music Event of the Century." The tour was one of the biggest all-media merchandise parlays in history. Ticket prices ranged from $50 to $1,500 - making Streisand the highest paid concert performer in history. Barbra Streisand: The Concert went on to be the top grossing concert of the year, earned five Emmy Awards,the Peabody Award, and the taped broadcast on HBO is to-date the highest rated concert special in HBO's 30 year history.
Film career

Her first film was a reprise of her Broadway hit, Funny Girl (1968), an artistic and commercial success, for which she won the 1968 Academy Award for Best Actress, sharing it with Katharine Hepburn (The Lion in Winter), the first time there was a tie in this Oscar category. Her next two movies were also based on musicals, Jerry Herman's Hello, Dolly! (1969) and Alan Jay Lerner's and Burton Lane's On a Clear Day You Can See Forever (1970), while her fourth film was based on the Broadway play The Owl and the Pussycat (1970).
Along with Paul Newman and Sidney Poitier, Streisand formed First Artists Production Company in 1969 so the actors could secure properties and develop movie projects for themselves. Streisand's initial outing with First Artists was the personal Up the Sandbox (1972).

Streisand produced a number of her own films. For Yentl (1983), she was producer, director, writer, and star, an experience she repeated for The Prince of Tides (1991). Steven Spielberg called Yentl a masterpiece, and both won critical acclaim.

In 2004, Streisand made a return to film acting, after an eight-year-long break, in the comedy Meet the Fockers (a sequel to Meet the Parents), playing opposite Dustin Hoffman, Ben Stiller, and Robert De Niro.

Politics

Streisand has been an active supporter of the Democratic Party and many of its causes, such as working against global warming, supporting gun control, getting more useful aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina and questioning the misrepresentations behind the 2003 invasion of Iraq. She has often been chastised by the The Drudge Report as well as by conservative organizations like the Media Research Center for her criticism of conservative politics and actions.

Personal life

Barbra Streisand has been married twice. Her first husband was actor Elliott Gould to whom she was married from 1963 to 1971. They have one child, Jason Gould. Her second husband is actor James Brolin, whom she married on July 2, 1998. The wedding was reported regularly in the celebrity gossip media. While they have no children together, Brolin has two children from his first marriage and one child from his second marriage. Both of her husbands starred in the 1970s conspiracy thriller Capricorn One.

Streisand has also allegedly dated Ryan O'Neal, Tom Smothers, Warren Beatty, Jon Voight, Prime Minister of Canada Pierre Trudeau, producer Jon Peters, Don Johnson, Steve McQueen, Andre Agassi, knowledge management guru Larry Prusak (in high school), and news anchor Peter Jennings.
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Barbara Streisand’s web site:   http://www.sonymusic.com/artists/BarbraStreisand/
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2)    Abrazame -  Tamara

Granddaughter of Spanish troubadour Rafael Farina, Latin pop singer Tamara made her debut on a TV show called Menudas Estrellas, singing Pocahontas' main title, recording her debut album, Gracias, at the age of 15.    In 2001, Tamara moved to Miami to make her following record, a bolero compilation called Siempre, produced by Bebu Silvetti

Abrazame                                                                                  Y no me digas nada, sólo abrázame
Me basta tu mirada para comprender
Que tú te iras

Abrázame
Como si fuera ahora la primera vez
Como si me quisieras hoy igual que ayer
Abrázame

Si tú te vas
Te olvidarás que un día hace tiempo ya
Cuando éramos aun niños me empezaste a amar
Y yo te dí mi vida, si te vas

Si tú te vas
Ya nada será nuestros tú te llevarás
En un solo momento una eternidad
Me quedaré sin nada, si te vas

Abrázame
Y no me digas nada, sólo abrázame
No quiero que te vayas pero sé muy bien
Que tú te irás

Abrázame
Como si fuera ahora la primera vez
Como si me quisieras hoy igual que ayer
Abrázame

Si tú te vas
Me quedará el silencio para conversar
La sombra de tu cuerpo y la soledad
Serán mis compañeras, si te vas

Si tú te vas
Se irá contigo el tiempo y mi mejor edad

         
Te seguiré queriendo cada día más
Esperaré a que vuelvas, si te vas
Embrace me
And don’t speak, just embrace me
The look in your eyes is enough for me to understand
That you will go away

Embrace me
As if it was now the first time
As if you loved me today like yesterday
Embrace me

If you go away
You will forget that one day, a long time ago
When we were children, you started me loving
And I gave you my life; if you go away

If you go away
Nothing will be ours; you will remove
In one single moment an eternity
I will remain with nothing, if you go away

Embrace me
And don’t speak, just embrace me
I don’t want you to go  but I know very well
That you will do so

Embrace me
As if it was now the first time
As if you loved me today like yesterday
Embrace me

If you go away
I will be left to converse with silence;
The shade of your body and the solitude
Will be my companions, if you go away

If you go away 

With you will go time and my best age

I shall continue to love you more each day
I shall wait for your return, if you go away
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3) SOMETIMES WHEN WE TOUCH (ROD STEWART)

You ask me if I love you
and I choke on my reply
I'd rather hurt you honestly
than mislead you with a lie
And who am I to judge you
in what you say or do
I'm only just beginning
to see the real you

And sometimes when we touch
the honesty's too much
and I have to close my eyes and hide
I want to hold you till I die
till we both break down and cry
I want to hold you till the fear in me subsides

Romance and all it's strategy
leaves me battling with my pride
But through all the insecurity
some tenderness survives
I'm just another writer
still trapped within my truth
A hesitant prize fighter
still trapped within my youth

And sometimes when we touch
the honesty's too much 
and I have to close my eyes and hide
I want to hold you till I die 
till we both break down and cry
I want to hold you till the fear in me subsides

At times I'd like to break you
and drive you to your knees
At times I'd like to break through 
and hold you endlessly
At times I understand you
and I know how hard you try
I watched while love commands you
and I've watched love pass you by
At times I think we're drifters
still searching for a friend
a brother or a sister
but then the passion flares again

And sometimes when we touch
the honesty's too much
and I have to close my eyes and hide
I want to hold ya till I die 
till we both break down and cry
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Born on  10 January 1945 Pop singer Rod Stewart has been making hit records since the 1970s.  A London native who considers himself a Scot, his distinctive raspy vocals made him a stand-out early on in his career.  Known for his mop of hair and penchant for pop fashion, "Rod the Mod" has long been a favorite of celebrity-watchers, thanks in large part to his love life, from relationships with actress Britt Ekland and model Kelly Emberg to his marriage with supermodel Rachel Hunter. Now less a rocker and more a crooner of ballads, Stewart's albums include When We Were The New Boys (1998), Human (2001) and It Had To Be You: The Great American Songbook (2002).
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